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PRESS RELEASE
FOOTHILL EXTENSION TO CLAREMONT/MONTCLAIR COMPLETION POSSIBLE BY 2021
Approved Expenditure Plan Identifies Funding Need and Timing
Monrovia, CA – At the monthly meeting late yesterday, the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension Construction Authority
(Construction Authority) board of directors approved an updated expenditure plan for the Foothill Extension light rail
project from Pasadena to Claremont. The expenditure plan includes an estimated cost to complete the 23-mile light rail
extension and a timeline for needing funding. The expenditure plan is a legislative mandate, per the initiating statute for
Los Angeles County’s Measure R half-cent sales tax, approved by voters in 2008.
The approved expenditure plan estimates the total project cost to complete the line to Claremont is $1.574 billion, of
which $810 million has been allocated. The plan identifies a $764 million funding gap to complete construction to
Claremont (the additional cost to complete the extension to Montclair, in San Bernardino County, will be dealt with
separately).
“The State Legislature required the construction authorities receiving Measure R funds to prepare an expenditure plan
to complete their capital projects,” said Construction Authority Board Chairman and Glendora Councilman Doug
Tessitor. “It is important to recognize that the voters approved the project to Claremont, but Measure R allocates
enough funding to complete the project only to Azusa. The expenditure plan allows a complete estimate of what funding
is needed to complete the project.”
The expenditure plan anticipates the gap funding will be needed starting in 2016, with completion to Claremont
anticipated in 2021. This timeline is based on the current schedule to complete construction of the first segment of the
project (Pasadena to Azusa) in late 2015, and obtain environmental clearance for the Azusa to Montclair segment later
this year. It will then take a few years to complete preliminary engineering and design for the second segment before it
is ready for construction.
“There continues to be strong and unanimous support throughout the corridor to complete the light rail extension to
Montclair and ultimately Ontario Airport,” said Tessitor. “The Construction Authority is committed to keeping the first
segment to Azusa on schedule and budget, making it a success story for Measure R; while also preparing the second
segment to Montclair for construction.”
The Construction Authority will now send the approved expenditure plan to Metro for their use in preparing a countywide expenditure plan for Measure R.
About the Foothill Extension - The Foothill Extension from Pasadena to Montclair is a 24-mile light rail extension being
overseen by the Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension Construction Authority. The extension is planned in two segments –
Pasadena to Azusa and Azusa to Montclair. Pasadena to Azusa is fully funded by Measure R and is under construction. Azusa
to Montclair is currently undergoing final environmental review. Construction of the Pasadena to Azusa segment is on
schedule to be completed in late 2015, adding six new stations to the line. Once completed, each segment will be handed over
to Metro to operate. During construction, the LAEDC estimates that each segment will generate approximately 7,000 jobs and
$1 billion of economic output for the region.
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