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W ith voter approval of Measure R at 67.8% 
in 2008 – generating over $36 billion 
for mostly transit investments – LA 
County began to reinvent itself from a 
city best known for unbearable trafc 

and smog to one becoming known as a model of innovation, 
where business, labor, environmental and social justice 
communities can fnd common cause.

Measure R has been a game-changer for LA. It’s changed 
the way the nation views us and should change the way we 
view ourselves. We are now a success story, a county that’s 
fxing its problems.  

Let’s imagine a Measure R2 for 2016. A ½ cent sales tax 
for 45 years could raise $90 billion. Metro could complete 
the Wilshire Subway, the Foothill and Eastside Gold Lines, 
and a congestion-busting light rail tunnel through the 
Sepulveda Pass along the 405 
connecting the San Fernando 
Valley with the rest of LA County. 
We could reinvent neglected 
arterials into “Grand Boulevards,” 
expanding transit service 
signifcantly, enhancing bicycle 
and pedestrian infrastructure 
while creating major economic 
development opportunities for 
moderately scaled mixed-use 
developments with afordable 
apartments for core transit 
users. We could invest in zero- 
and near-zero-emission goods 
movement projects, reducing 
diesel emissions while helping 
new clean technologies gain 
market acceptance.

We could create tens of 
thousands of new jobs, reduce 
congestion, clean our air, 
dramatically reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions, and create a 
healthier lifestyle. 

Why not be the community we 
aspire to be? We already have 
the best weather. m
Visit www.MoveLA.org

WELCOME TO MOBILITY 2014

Let’s Dream BIGMobility:
Moving forward, 
covering new ground

For an avid cyclist, there’s a lot to be said about the 
pleasure and practicality of taking to our roads on two 
wheels. I know that I do.

Thanks to a growing network of bikeways across Los Angeles 
County, it’s never been easier to use this alternative means 
of transportation that’s both personally and environmentally 
benefcial – it also happens to be a lot of fun.

As the idea of a bike-
friendly region is further 
embraced and realized, 
there are a number of 
similar shifts taking place 
in the infrastructure of 
mobility that will greatly 
beneft travelers of every 
mode.

These improvements 
and innovations 
come in the form of 
major construction 
developments and 
they will shape the 
way commercial and 
commuter trafc moves 
throughout this region.  

There’s the 57/60 Confuence project, for example, which 
sets out to address one of the worst bottlenecks in the region.

The Alameda Corridor East Construction Authority is also 
leading multiple construction projects that will improve 
trafc conditions at a number of the region’s busiest railroad 
crossings.  

For those who depend on public transit, construction 
continues on Metro’s Foothill Gold Line extension, which will 
link Pasadena to Azusa, building on the already successful Los 
Angeles to Pasadena light rail extension. 

And of course, there’s nothing easier than taking a Foothill 
Transit bus – and leaving the driving to the driver.

These are just a few of the big steps toward improving major 
arteries of transit and paving the way to a faster, safer and 
more environmentally friendly commute for generations to 
come. 

Whether by car, bus, train or bike, travel safely and with 
courtesy for one another, and always enjoy the ride. m
Travel Safely,
Christopher W. Lancaster 
Publisher 
Civic Publications, Inc.
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Tired of missing the moments that matter?  
Metro ExpressLanes commuters on the 10 and 110  
freeways save as much as 30 minutes in drive time.  
The lanes are toll-free for carpools, vanpools and  
motorcycles. Solo drivers can use ExpressLanes too,  
by paying a toll. All you need is a FasTrak® transponder. 

Open your FasTrak account today at metroexpresslanes.net.

It’s about time.

Right now, refer a friend or family member to sign up  
and receive $10 in free toll credits for each new account!

The curtain’s going up.  
Are you still stuck in tra;c?

KEVIN DE LEÓN

In 2006, California acted to limit greenhouse gas emissions with the passage 
of AB 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act. 

Under the legislation, the State Air Resources Board has implemented a 
greenhouse emissions Cap-and-Trade program to establish market-based 
mechanisms to achieve reductions.

A new proposal, called the Long-Term Plan for the Expenditure of Cap and 
Trade Auction Revenues, would dedicate a permanent source of funding for mass 
transit, transit-oriented development, and ofers incentives for job creation.

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti recently joined California Senate leader 
Darrell Steinberg Sacramento) and State Senator Kevin de León (D-Los Angeles) 
in support of the plan. 

“This is smart legislation that would spend Cap and Trade funding where it 
naturally should be spent – on reducing pollution and improving the health of our 
neighborhoods and our city,” Garcetti said.

Focusing on transit solutions, De León said, “Action is long overdue, but 
California is preparing to lead the nation in fghting climate change, and where 
better to start than right here in Los Angeles.”
  
Cap-and-Trade
The Cap-and-Trade program allows companies to sell unused emissions to the 
biggest polluters. Cap and Trade has helped put California on course to meet 

Funding proposed for mass 
transit, greenhouse gas cuts

its Climate Goals for 2020 but there is no long-term strategy to reinvest the 
revenues that could total between $3 billion and $5 billion annually.

Arriving by electric bus to highlight the goal of deploying one million zero 
emission vehicles by 2020, the ofcials and supporters ofered a plan with 
both near and long-term greenhouse gas emissions reduction strategies, with 
a commitment to focused and on-going funding.

The event was held at LA Metro’s Division 13 Facility, a LEED Gold goal 
project currently under construction and designed to accommodate a feet of 
200 clean energy buses. 

The facility is one example of a project that could be eligible for a signifcant 
infusion of state funds to reduce greenhouse gas emissions under the Senate 
Democratic proposal to direct Cap and Trade auction revenues over the long 
term. m

State Senator Kevin de LeÓn speaks to the Cap and Trade Plan, backed by Sen. Darrell Steinberg, 
left, and LA Mayor Eric Garcetti, right.
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ERIC GARCETTI

“We’re proud of the 
neighborhoods we come 
from, we’re proud of the 
cities we live in, but at 
the end of the day we 
are part of one region.”
Eric Garcetti, Mayor
City of Los Angeles
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Noting recent successes, Garcetti said that for the first time in 17 years, LA 
this year won a federal grant agreement of almost $700 million for the LA 
subway. Garcetti said he’s expecting to win more funding for local projects. 
“So as you can see, we’re on a roll.”

“LA needs a strong partnership with Washington…  Long gone are the days 
when we come with an empty hat to Washington and say, ‘Fill it.’ Now we 
come with a pretty full hat and just say, ‘Please top it off.’’’ 

Garcetti also wants to take a fresh look at the way people get around in 
their communities and how technology can make transportation work better 
for people. He cited the desire for more walking and bicycling opportunities, 
and noted that people don’t want parking lots fronting their street. He 
mentioned the need for 
public-private partnerships 
and the ability to hire locally.

Summing up his remarks, 
Garcetti also wondered 
how smartphones might be 
used to help people pay for 
transportation. 

“Imagine your smartphone 
being charged with $100 of 
transportation. And you can 
get a carshare, you can get 
a bikeshare, you can get on 
transit, you could order a taxi 
or Uber (a driving service). 
You could do all of those 
things from your smartphone 
and you’d never have to be 
stressed out about owning 
a car because whatever you 
need will be there for you at 
whatever journey you have to 
take.”

Visit www.Movela.org

A s the new chairman of the Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Los Angeles Mayor 
Eric Garcetti has big plans and new ideas for the future. 

Garcetti shared his vision at Move LA’s 6th Annual 
Transportation Conversation, held recently in downtown 
Los Angeles. Garcetti’s theme revolved around the 

notion that most people who live and work in the Los Angeles region 
consider themselves to be Angelenos. While there are technically 88 
different cities in Los Angeles County, five counties in the region, and 
the metropolitan area has 10 to 12 million people, they constantly cross 
borders, “as if they didn’t exist,” Garcetti said. “At the end of the day 
we’re part of one region.” 

Garcetti told the audience he wants to work with other cities on regional 
transportation solutions and that it’s also important to work with the 
federal government to secure funding for transportation initiatives.

Garcetti addressed 550 people 
during the daylong event that 
featured a panel of speakers. 
Move LA is an advocacy group 
working to meet, fund and 
implement Los Angeles County’s 
transportation needs.

Garcetti sought to unite the 
various communities in Los 
Angeles County, pointing out, 
“More than half the people that 
are here live in a different place 
than the city where they work.” 

He said it’s important that everyone gets served, including young people 
from LA’s southeast cities who can’t get to the ocean unless they take five 
or six buses. Angelenos need an option to get on rail, he said, and there 
has to be a better way to cross the Sepulveda pass than just widening the 
405 freeway.

Garcetti said passage of Measure R in 2008 (the half-cent sales tax 
increase to fund transportation projects) helped to secure transportation 
funding. Its passage sent a strong message and has led to upgrades to the 
Blue Line and ground being broken on Metro line connectors, and the start 
of a rail line to LAX, among other projects. However, he noted, “Measure 
R alone can’t save LA County. We need to think about the next step here 
and also the collaboration we need with Washington.” 

Local leaders must work with federal officials to secure support 
and funding for Southern California’s transportation needs, Garcetti 
emphasized. He said LA is making major progress in winning support from 
Washington.

Mayor Garcetti’s 
Vision of the Future for 
Regional Transportation
Mayor promotng strong tes with Washington 
and working closely with other cites

Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti  addresses Move LA’s 6th Annual Transportation Conversation 
regarding regional transportation solutions for Los Angeles County.
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“LA needs a strong 
partnership with Washington 

… Long gone are the days 
when we come with an empty 

hat to Washington and say, 
‘Fill it.’ Now we come with a 
pretty full hat and just say, 

‘Please top it off.’ “ 
LA City Mayor Eric Garcetti



6   I   Mobility 2014

ZERO EMISSIONS BUSES

Foothill Transit’s quest for innovation has resulted in myriad benefts – 
for its riders as well as the environment and agency. 

It purchased several high-tech electric buses in 2010 that were the 
nation’s frst fast-charging, heavy-duty buses. After overwhelming 
success and an increase in ridership, Foothill Transit has purchased a 
dozen more, allowing one of its busiest lines to feature an entire feet 

of the futuristic-looking, green-and-white electric buses.
The zero-emissions Ecoliner buses 

can be charged in 10 minutes and 
travel 30 miles on a single charge.  
Taking advantage of new technology 
and routinely fnding ways to become 
more efcient is key to Foothill Transit’s 
success, said spokeswoman Felicia 
Friesema.

Innovation is listed as part of the 
agency’s mission, she said, along with 

safety, courtesy, quality, responsiveness and efciency.
“Safety comes frst, No. 1, but innovation is really important in realizing all 

those other aspects,” Friesema said. “Innovation allows us to be better.”
The electric buses are part of Line 291, which carries about 60,000 people 

a month to and from La Verne and Pomona. Customers love it, Friesema said, 

especially because it is so quiet that the 
loudest sound is the air conditioner.

The Pomona Transfer Center is part of its 
route – and is where the charging station is, 
allowing the quick charging to be a seamless 
part of the day. The electric buses are never 
out of service, which would have been the 
impractical case when the frst wave of 
electric buses came on the market. They 
could only travel so far, Friesema said, and 
then needed to be charged overnight.

Foothill Transit, which provides bus service to the San Gabriel and Pomona 
valleys, is looking into adding another electric bus charger down the road so it 
can put the new technology to use in other communities.

The Ecoliner buses are manufactured by the North Carolina-based company 
Proterra and cost nearly $1 million each. An expense well worth it, ofcials 
agree.

“We think that’s a pretty fantastic advancement for electric bus 
technology,” Friesema said.  “And it really helps improve quality of life in that 
area.” m

Visit www.foothilltransit.org

Go Foothill Transit Ecoliner
Innovation becomes electric

The high-tech zero-emissions Ecoliner bus at an overhead recharging station in Pomona. 
The Ecoliner can be fully recharged in 10 minutes and travel 30 miles on a single charge.

“Customers love it … 
especially because it is so 
quiet the loudest sound is 
the air conditioner.”
Felicia Friesema, 
Director of Communications
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I n response to an expected spike in commuter trafc, a new interchange 
is under development in the City of Diamond Bar that will connect Lemon 
Avenue to SR-60.

When completed, the project will introduce a three-legged interchange 
that redirects trafc on and of the state route onto Lemon Avenue.

City of Industry Mayor Tim Spohn said the planned interchange will move 
commercial trafc away from residential areas.

“It will defnitely help with the truck trafc that’s generated in the City of 
Industry, and it will try to defect some of that trafc north of Brea Canyon 
where it goes into Diamond Bar neighborhoods,” Spohn said.

Currently, there is no direct access to SR-60 at the Lemon Avenue underpass, 
meaning travelers, including commercial trafc, access 
the state route through adjacent interchanges at Fairway 
Drive and Brea Canyon Road.

The new Interchange will re-route project related 
trafc onto Lemon Avenue and then to Currier Road, and 
efectively bypass Brea Canyon Road. It will consist of a 
west-bound on-ramp and an east-bound of-ramp where 
Lemon Avenue and SR-60 meet, in Diamond Bar.

As part of the project, the existing hook on- and of-
ramps at Brea Canyon Road will be removed.

THREE-LEGGED INTERCHANGE

Improvements ahead: Lemon Avenue Interchange
Caltrans is acquiring the right of way for construction of the project, a phase 

anticipated to be completed by December 2014.
It is projected that construction will begin by July 2015 and be completed by 

February 2017. Trafc control will be in place during construction to mitigate 
trafc.

Funding for the $19 million project has been secured, with $11.3 million 
provided from federal and state transportation funding – $8.6 million in federal 
SAFETEA – LU, a $2.3 million grant from the Los Angeles MTA, and $4 million 
in State Safety Improvement Program funds. m

Looking southbound, Lemon Avenue will have a new interchange that will connect it to SR 60.

Lemon Avenue looking northbound.

“The planned 
interchange will move 
commercial traffic away 
from residential areas.”
Tim Spohn, Mayor 
City of Industry
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FOOTHILL GOLD LINE

The Foothill Gold Line is the 24-mile 
light rail project that will connect the 
San Gabriel Valley to Los Angeles 
and the Inland Empire. Planning for 
the project began in 2004, following 
completion of the Gold Line’s initial 

phase between Los Angeles/Union Station and 
Pasadena. The Foothill Gold Line is being planned, 
designed and built by the same agency responsible 
for the on-time, under-budget completion of 
the initial Gold Line – the Foothill Gold Line 
Construction Authority. 

The Foothill Gold Line will extend light rail service 
from Pasadena to Montclair, and is estimated 
to cost nearly $2 billion. It is being built in two 
segments – Pasadena to Azusa and Azusa to 
Montclair. Each segment is approximately 12 
miles in length and includes six light rail stations. 
The project connects many important regional 
destinations, including dozens of universities and 
colleges, hospitals, entertainment venues and 
historic downtowns.

The Construction Authority is making good 
progress on both segments of the Foothill Gold 
Line. The Pasadena to Azusa segment broke ground 
in June 2010 and is on budget and on schedule to 
be completed in September 2015, when it will be 
turned over to Metro. Once completed, six new light 
rail stations (each with parking) will be available 
to county residents, workers and visitors: Arcadia, 
Monrovia, Duarte/City of Hope, Irwindale, Azusa-
Downtown and APU/Citrus College. The project 
also includes a nearly $300 million Operations 
Campus being built in the city of Monrovia.

The Construction Authority recently began 
the advanced engineering work for the Azusa to 
Montclair segment, and will have the segment ready 
for design-build in 2017. If construction funding can 
be secured by that time, the Azusa to Montclair 
segment could be completed by 2022, with future 
stations in the cities of Glendora, San Dimas, 
La Verne, Pomona, Claremont and Montclair.

Measure R (Los Angeles County’s half-cent sales 
tax for transportation improvements approved by 

Foothill Gold Line 
Nears 
Completion

voters in 2008) specifcally identifed the Foothill 
Gold Line project as one of 12 major transit projects 
to be completed using Measure R funds. Measure 
R is funding $851 million of the Foothill Gold Line 
project; enough to build the segment from Pasadena 
to Azusa and prepare the second segment for 
construction. Approximately $1 billion is still needed 
to build the segment from Azusa to Montclair.

The Foothill Gold Line continues to be a true 
success story for the San 
Gabriel Valley and the region. 
Its completion to the county 
line and beyond is an important 
priority for the region; one 
that will improve mobility 
and economic prosperity for 
decades to come. m

“The Construction Authority is on 
time and on budget, and just over a 

year away from project delivery.”
– Habib F. Balian CEO 

Foothill Gold Line Construction Authority

Arcadia Station

Azusa-Downtown Station
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GOLD LINE 
Creates Momentum

As the Construction Authority 
delivers light rail further into the 
San Gabriel Valley, communities 
along the Foothill Gold Line 

corridor experience the transformative 
efects of connecting to the county’s 
expanding rail network. 

We need not travel far to experience the 
signifcant benefts that come with a light rail 
connection. The city of Pasadena has seen 
the vast majority of new development over 
the last decade occur within close proximity 
to their six Gold Line stations. Hundreds 
of new housing units and thousands of 
square feet of commercial space have been 
built since passenger service began in 2003, and now a new 
generation is growing up that has only experienced life with the 
train. In South Pasadena, the downtown area has seen a true 
renaissance. People shop, eat, live and work within walking 
distance to the station; and no week feels complete without 
a stop at the Farmers Market that takes place Thursdays 
adjacent to the station. 

In Azusa, extensive private investment is happening years 
ahead of passenger service beginning on the Foothill Gold 
Line extension. In downtown, a new Target store opened 
in 2010 directly adjacent to the future station, and further 
east hundreds of new homes are now under construction or 
completed near the APU/Citrus College Station. Very soon 
thousands of new Azusa residents will have easy access to the 
countywide rail network, as will tens of thousands of students, 
visitors and staf at APU and Citrus College. 

Similar excitement is building in the cities east of the current 
construction segment, as we continue our work to extend the 
light rail system east of Azusa and beyond the county line. 
Over the next few years, we will be completing advanced 
design for the Foothill Gold Line segment (Azusa to Montclair), 
and already cities along the corridor are receiving inquiries 
from interested parties wanting to develop along its path.

The Construction Authority is again on-time and on-
budget with construction of the 11.5-mile, six station Foothill 
Gold Line from Pasadena to Azusa. The extension will be 
turned over to Metro in just over a year from now, and will 
add to the momentum in each 
corridor city for new growth and 
change. I look forward to seeing 
new opportunities unfold along 
the corridor, as well as lifestyle 
changes take place, as area 
residents experience the benefts 
of living with the train. m  

The Journey Continues.

WHERE WILL IT TAKE YOU?
Six new light rail stations are now under construction in the San Gabriel Valley. In just over one 
year from now, the Foothill Gold Line Construction Authority will turn over the nearly 12-mile 
extension of the Metro Gold Line light rail system – connecting county residents, workers and 
visitors with the foothill cities of Arcadia, Monrovia, Duarte, Irwindale and Azusa. Each new 
station will have parking, as well as amenities for riders arriving by foot, bike and bus. Each station 
will also have unique artwork, designed by a city-selected artist.

Stay Updated! Visit www.foothillgoldline.org for detailed construction information or call 626.471.9050

Habib F. Balian 
CEO, Foothill Gold Line 
Construction Authority

The Foothill Gold Line from Pasadena to Azusa is on schedule to be completed in September 2015, 
when it will be turned over to Metro for testing. Metro will determine when passenger service 
begins on the new light rail segment. Learn more about the future stations and begin to plan 
where it will take you! m

Duarte/City of Hope: The station in the city of Duarte is 
located across the street from the City of Hope, on Duarte 
Rd. just west of Highland Ave. The station was the frst to 
break ground, and will include 125 parking spaces.

Irwindale: Located immediately of the I-210 Freeway at 
Irwindale Ave., this easily accessible station will have a 
new frontage road that will link directly to its 350-space 
parking facility.

Azusa-Downtown: The Azusa-Downtown station is 
located north east of the historic Santa Fe Depot at 
Santa Fe Ave. and Alameda Ave. As part of the project, 
Alameda Ave. was permanently closed to be home to the 
new station. The station’s 200 parking spaces are being 
integrated into a joint use parking facility for the Gold Line, 
Foothill Transit and Azusa Civic Center.

APU/Citrus College: The Azusa Pacifc University (APU)/
Citrus College station is located steps away from the two 
college campuses, and within the largest master plan 
development project underway in Los Angeles County 
– Rosedale. Located of of Citrus Ave. and Foothill Blvd., 
the new station and 200-space parking facility will be the 
current segment’s terminus station.

Arcadia: The Arcadia station is located at the corner of 
First Ave. and Santa Clara St. in Downtown Arcadia. The 
station and 300-space parking facility also includes a city-
sponsored transit plaza and added artwork and design 
features.

Monrovia: The Monrovia station is located just west of 
the historic Santa Fe Depot at Myrtle Ave. and Duarte 
Rd. in the southern part of the city, and includes a 
350-space parking facility. As a result of the Gold Line 
station, the city is now underway with their Station Square 
Development that envisions a new neighborhood being 
built up around the station, with community services, 
housing, retail and other amenities. 
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ALAMEDA CORRIDOR-EAST CONSTRUCTION AUTHORITY

U .S. Transportation Secretary Anthony Foxx, 
accompanied by U.S. Representatives Grace 
Napolitano and Ed Royce, in March visited 
the Nogales Street grade separation project 

in the City of Industry and Rowland Heights. 
This visit by the country’s top transportation 

ofcial marks a signifcant moment in the long 
efort to complete the ACE projects and provide 
Federal funding to make vital improvements in 
freight infrastructure. With Congress considering 
reauthorization of federal transportation programs, 

there is optimism that freight 
funding will be forthcoming.

Given the impacts of 
national and international 
goods movement on 
Southern California, freight 
funding should be directed 
not only to capacity-
enhancing projects but also 
to projects that mitigate the 
adverse impacts of freight 
movement on communities, 
such as highway-rail grade 
separations.

President Obama sent 
legislation to Congress 

proposing robust funding for Federal transportation 
programs, including a $10 billion Multimodal Freight 
Investment Program.  We were especially pleased 
that the Federal Highway Administration, prior to 
the Secretary’s visit, highlighted the ACE Projects 
as prime examples of projects that could be funded 
under this new freight program.

The Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee is considering a bipartisan draft 
transportation bill that notably includes a $6 

billion national freight program.  In the House of 
Representatives, a bipartisan freight panel last fall 
recommended funding a freight competitive grant 
program.  

We appreciate this bipartisan leadership on 
freight funding and look forward to working with and 
supporting our Congressional representatives and the 
Administration as proposals advance. m

Norma Macias chairs the ACE Construction Authority 
Board of Directors and serves as councilmember for the 
City of El Monte.

Norma Macias 
Chair, ACE Construction 
Authority and 
Councilmember, 
City of El Monte

With federal attention, 
optimism for freight 
improvements

Signaling a Federal-State-local partnership in the ACE Projects are, 
from left, ACE staf Paul Hubler, ACE CEO Mark Christofels, El Monte 
Mayor Pro Tem Bart Patel, ACE Board member and San Gabriel 
Councilwoman Juli Costanzo, ACE Board member and Alhambra 
Councilwoman Barbara Messina, ACE Board member and Industry 
Mayor Tim Spohn, U.S. Rep. Ed Royce, U.S. Transportation Secretary 
Anthony Foxx, U.S. Rep. Grace Napolitano, ACE Board Vice Chair 
and Montebello Councilman Jack Hadjinian, ACE Board Chair and El 
Monte Councilwoman Norma Macias, and California Transportation 
Commission member Fran Inman.

Secretary Foxx greets construction safety 
supervisor Nate Williams.
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Workers make progress on the roadway underpass portion of the Baldwin Ave. project in El Monte.

From left, ACE CEO Mark Christofels ofers a briefng to U.S. Rep. Ed Royce, U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Anthony Foxx and U.S. Rep. Grace Napolitano at the Nogales Street grade separation 
project in the City of Industry and Rowland Heights.

ACE IS BUSY 
with fve projects 
to join three under way

Later phases of the San Gabriel Trench project will involve excavating and constructing 
a 1.4-mile-long, 65-footwide and 30-foot-deep concrete walled railroad trench with 
bridges built at four crossings. Project completion is anticipated in Fall 2017.

The ACE projects under construction are progressing well with the Baldwin Avenue project 
expected to open to trafc in Spring 2015, the Nogales Street project in Spring 2016 
and the San Gabriel Trench project in Fall 2017. Two additional projects will commence 
construction this year, with construction contracts scheduled to be awarded for the Puente 
Avenue project this month and for the Fairway Drive project this fall. Three additional 
projects, at Fullerton Avenue, Durfee Avenue and Hamilton Boulevard, are anticipated to 
start construction in 2016.

Underground utilities are reinforced at a railroad crossing in preparation for laying track for a railroad detour 
route for the San Gabriel Trench project.

Workers construct a retaining wall at the Nogales Street project in the City of 
Industry and Rowland Heights.
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RIDE-SHARING

Sharing the ride:
More than a
phrase
Share the ride is a phrase growing in 
popularity as more commuters open up 
to the idea of driving with others.

It’s a move to ease trafc congestion on crowded Southland 
freeways and help the environment by reducing the amount 
of emissions that pollute the air. 

The Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority, or Metro, has been working to make ride-sharing a 
practical alternative for commuters.

A three-phase carpool project 
along Interstate 10, for example, 

when completed, will allow 
drivers to travel seamlessly 
from downtown Los Angeles 
to San Bernardino County, near 
Interstate 15. 

The frst phase – a $200 
million project to put carpool 

lanes along the 10 Freeway from 
Citrus Avenue to the 57 Freeway - 

was completed in December.
Construction on the second phase, which 

will add 4.1 lane miles in each direction from Puente Avenue 
in Baldwin Park to Citrus Street in West Covina, is under way 
and is expected to take about four years to complete. 

The last phase is scheduled to begin in mid-2015, and will 
add 4.2 lane miles from the 605 Freeway to Puente Avenue, 
ofcials said. 

“Not only does this HOV project complete 
another section of carpool lanes and reduce 
congestion, which is critically important, but 
providing opportunities for drivers to share 
the ride helps the environment,” said Metro 
spokeswoman Helen Ortiz. “No one benefts 
when a car sits idling on the freeway.”  

Metro and Caltrans
The project, which is a partnership between Metro and 
Caltrans, will add 22 carpool miles to the 532 already in 
use on Los Angeles County freeways, ofcials said.  

 “Many people feel Metro is involved only in transit projects,” Ortiz said. “But it’s 
important to note that we are the lead funding agency for all transportation projects in 
the region.”

The projects have been planned for decades but are just now coming to fruition 
because the funds became available, ofcials said. 

“It’s important for people to know when they vote on these measures, everyone 
benefts,” said Ortiz. “You don’t have to live in the area to be impacted by the congestion 
and air pollution. It’s a regional system that everyone can use and beneft from when 
done right.” m
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SR 60: Extend light rail into 
San Gabriel Valley, ease freeways

T he second phase of the Gold Line Eastside Extension 
could reach farther into the San Gabriel Valley and 
connect more people to public transportation, reduce 
congestion on the freeways and boost the regional 
economy with major transit-oriented-development 
projects.

The six municipalities that comprise the SR 60 Coalition of Cities 
advocate for one of two proposed projects under consideration by 
the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority. 

Ofcials in El Monte, City of Industry, Montebello, Monterey Park, 
Rosemead and South El Monte hope the Metro Board approves 
extending the light rail system along the Pomona (60) Freeway.

It would begin where the line ends at Atlantic Boulevard in East 
Los Angeles, and head east with four proposed stops in Monterey 
Park, Montebello and South El Monte. 

The proposed line would serve as a regional transit 
trunk connecting travelers between downtown and 

the San Gabriel Valley, or farther east for work 
or school. It would allow commuters to stay 

of the freeways, connect with existing north 
and south transit, and serve a large transit-
dependent population of residents who 
don’t drive.

Because the project would be built along 
the freeway route, there would be no need 
to acquire homes and businesses or divide 
communities with its infrastructure. 
“We think our line is vastly superior,” said 

South El Monte City Manager Anthony 

Ybarra. “This has a major emphasis for the San Gabriel Valley and for developing jobs and 
improving the economy.” 

Ybarra and others have been planning for the second extension of the Gold Line since 
2007. 

There were 47 proposed routes, since narrowed down to two. The other proposal is 
referred to as the Washington Line. It would begin at the same place, travel along the 60 
Freeway for a while, and then veer south to Washington Boulevard in Whittier. 

Ofcials in South El Monte and the other cities say they have land available for the 
proposed stations, which could include automated park-and-ride facilities, as well as mixed-
use housing developments.

The stations are proposed at Garfeld Avenue in Monterey Park, the Montebello Towne 
Center in Montebello, and at Santa Anita Avenue and Peck Road in South El Monte. 

SR 60 Coalition consultant Henry Madrid said the group’s proposal benefts Los Angeles 
County and is in the spirit of Measure R, which voters approved as a way to fnance the 
project. 

“I’m hopeful this plan will get approved,” Madrid said. “The bottom line is we have an 
opportunity to take cars of the freeway.” m

GOLD LINE EASTSIDE EXTENSION

REGIONAL TRUNK LINE CONNECTIVITY ADVANTAGES MAP – AFTER GOLD LINE EXTENSION

Aerial view east of Santa Anita and access road from Santa Anita Avenue.
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Confuence Project Keeps on Rolling
T he bottleneck where the 57 and 60 

freeways meet in Diamond Bar is the third 
most congested area in California and the 
seventh most congested in the nation. 

Hundreds of thousands of passenger cars and 
more than 26,000 big rig trucks every day pass 
through a two-mile common alignment of both 
freeways near Grand Avenue known as the 57/60 
confuence. 

It is a risky place to drive, with multiple lane 
changes as 17 lanes drop to 14. 

 The problem has challenged planners for 
decades as the population has outgrown the 
interchange. Many solutions have been proposed, 
including double-decking the freeway and building 
a parallel one. 

Plans for a $256 million, four-phase redesign of 
the interchange are gaining traction.  

Phase I 
Construction of a new $16.6 million westbound 
onramp at Grand Avenue is expected to begin in 
June 2015 and take about a year to complete, said 
City of Industry Mayor Timothy Spohn. 

“There’s a reason this is the No. 1 congested 
area in Caltrans District 7,” Spohn said. “With 
the California economy coming back and the 60 
Freeway the preferred route for trucks coming from 
the ports to the rest of the country, now is the time 
to get this project done.” 

The Grand Avenue onramp project has been 
funded with an $8.9 million grant from the Los 
Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority, or Metro, and local matching funds. 

The cities of Industry and Diamond Bar have 
been working with Metro for years on the planning 
and funding of the project. Additionally, City 
of Industry has pledged $35 million toward the 
project. 

The start of construction next year comes about 
a decade earlier than regional transportation 
ofcials expected. Metro has the project listed in 
its long-range transportation plan with funding to 
begin between 2023 and 2030. 

A matter of money
Metro ofcials agree it’s an important project but 
say a lack of funding has prevented them from 
moving the project up on the list. 

“It is a critical project to us,” said Metro project 
manager Ben Jong. “It is our mission to try and 
manage the congestion in the county and this 
happens to be a high congestion area, so we would 
love to see this project delivered. However, we are 
short funds to deliver it.”

Metro ofcials have approached legislators 
about fnding discretionary grants and applied 
for federal funding. And local elected ofcials are 
contemplating another sales tax initiative in a 
couple years to bridge the gap. 

So far, three of the four phases of the project 
have been funded. The last phase – the mainline 
freeway improvements and connectors - is 
expected to cost more than $200 million. It still 
needs funding, ofcials said. 
Big picture
Part of the problem with the 40-year-old 
interchange is its design and that there was no 
way to predict how much the area would grow, 
with commuters and trucks carrying goods 

from the ports of Long Beach and Los 
Angeles east to the rest of the country.

“The interchange is in the middle of the two 
common alignment freeways, which causes 
a majority of the problem,” Jong said. “They 
just don’t operate well.” 

Fixes include on- and of-ramp 
reconfgurations at Grand Avenue, adding auxiliary 
collector/distributor and bypass lanes and a new 
bridge, and rehabilitation of the intersection of 
Grand Avenue and Golden Springs Road. 

“The city has been dealing with this for the last 
seven, eight years. It’s gotten some more attention 
lately and we’re glad to see this project move 
forward,” Spohn said. “It’s something that needs to 
be addressed.” m

325,000 cars 
and 25,000 
trucks converge 
at the 57/60 
interchange 
every day. 

State Route 57/60

STATE ROUTE 57/60

More than a million commercial and 
personal vehicles travel through the 
SR-60 every three days.

Driving through Diamond Bar on the 
57/60 interchange at peak traffic 
hours is to experience one of the worst 
bottlenecks in the United States.
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ON STATION WITH THE GREATEST GENERATION

Historic images from the Metro Library 
and Archive show Pacifc Electric 
travelers during WWII 
In 1942, the Pacifc Electric Company breathed new life into its interurban 
railway system to meet the mounting demands of World War II. In these 
images from the Metro Library and Archive, photographs from 1942 show 
the rail service in use for another important function at the time: Troop 
transport. These photos provide a glimpse in time from both the Sixth and 
Main Street Station and the San Bernardino Station.

San Bernardino Station 
circa 1942

San Bernardino Station 
circa 1942

San Bernardino Station 
circa 1942

San Bernardino Station 
circa 1942

TION WITH THE GREAT

Servicemen at Sixth and Main Station circa 1942

“Fly for the Navy” car at 6th and Main circa 1942

Civic

United States Servicemen at Sixth and Main Street Station Circa 1942

Railway Company buses and 1200 series 
rail cars in United States military service 
during World War II in San Bernardino.



Since 1923

Approximately 1,450 miles of main trunk sewers, 49 pumping plants, and 11 wastewater treatment plants convey and treat about half the wastewater in Los Angeles County.  The Sanitation Districts’ 
solid waste management sites provide about one-fourth of the countywide solid waste management needs.  The Sanitation Districts operate two sanitary landflls, four landfll energy recovery 
facilities, two recycle centers, three materials recovery/transfer facilities, and participate in the operation of two refuse-to-energy facilities.

Spadra Landfll tip area, circa 1950

Joint Disposal Plant, circa 1930

Puente Hills 
Materials Recovery Facility

Recycled water from the  
San Jose Creek 

Water Reclamation Plant

Construction of 12-ft diameter tunnel

Recently upgraded Total Energy  
Facility at JWPCP

Puente Hills Gas-to-Energy  
Facility online since 1987

First activated sludge units

Sampling of ocean water

Installation of sewer upgrades

For more information, call (562) 908-4288 Ext. 2301 
or visit www.lacsd.org

Going the Distance


