


Chapter 3—Environmental Analysis, Impacts, and Mitigation
Section 3.13—Visual Quality

City of Claremont

Land uses along the portion of the project right-of-way west of Indian Hill Boulevard include residential
and industrial uses, which are currently being converted to institutional and commercial uses. East of
Indian Hill Boulevard is a mix of commercial, residential, government and institutional buildings, with
the institutional buildings associated chiefly with the Claremont Colleges. The proposed LRT station
would be situated in a densely developed setting that includes the Claremont Village shopping district,
Claremont Villas, a three-story senior housing facility (south), and a three-story office building (north)
(Figure 3.13-25 and Figure 3.13-26). Adjoining on the north near the proposed station is the Claremont
Village district (chiefly to the north across 1** Street and Indian Hill Boulevard, and west of the Claremont
Colleges campuses at College Avenue) (Figure 3.13-27). To the west is a recently-constructed retail
shopping center of moderately vivid design character, with an attached three-level parking structure. The
shopping center is adjoined on the west by the two-story College Heights Lemon Packinghouse, which
has been converted to a combination of a gallery and retail/restaurant commercial uses. The College
Heights Lemon Packing house is one of a small number of surviving early 20th-century citrus packing
plants along the BNSF railway corridor. However, the new shopping center screens the packing house
from views of Indian Hill Boulevard adjoining the existing and proposed stations (Figure 3.13-28).

Noteworthy historic buildings that would adjoin the proposed station include the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe railroad depot (Figure 3.13-29) and the Sumner House located at the northwest corner of College
Avenue and 1% Street (Figure 3.13-30). Claremont Village is an area of vivid design character and high
aesthetic quality because of the architectural quality of its built structures and the abundant, mature street
trees. However, there are no designated or proposed scenic highways, view corridors, or scenic vistas in
this neighborhood setting. There are only intermittent views of the San Gabriel Mountains from
Claremont Village because of the existing trees and the dense placement of buildings (Figure 3.13-30).

Source: ICF International. April 2011

Figure 3.13-25. Claremont—Indian Hill Boulevard at Railroad
(view looking east).
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Source: ICF International. April 2011.

Figure 3.13-26. Claremont—Claremont Villas near Indian Hill
Boulevard at Railroad
(view looking southeast)
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Source: ICF International. April 2011.

Figure 3.13-27. Claremont—Indian Hill Boulevard at Railroad
(view looking north)
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Source: ICF International. April 2011.

Figure 3.13-28. Claremont—Indian Hill Boulevard at Railroad
(view looking west)
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Source: ICF International. April 2011.

Figure 3.13-29. Claremont—Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad
Depot
(view is looking south from 1st Street)
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Source: ICF International. April 2011.

Figure 3.13-30. Claremont—1°' Street at College Avenue
(view looking northwest)

City of Monftclair

Within the City of Montclair, the alignment traverses an urban setting with a diverse range of uses that
include: neighborhood- and community-scale retail shopping centers, large industrial buildings of
concrete construction, a rock quarry/water catchment site, and the Montclair Transcenter, a multimodal
transit center (Figure 3.13-31 and Figure 3.13-32). The Montclair Transcenter extends eastward from
Monte Vista Avenue (midblock) toward Central Avenue, between the BNSF Railway right-of-way and
Richton Street, including the property on the north side of Richton Street. It includes bus lanes, bus
passenger shelters, large surface parking lots, and the existing Metrolink station.

To the north is a large expanse of gently rolling undeveloped land dotted with river rock. To the west of
the Transcenter site are the Montclair Police headquarters building and a Monte Vista Water District
facility. Farther north along Monte Vista Avenue is a large grouping of residential buildings that is part of
the College Park housing tract. These elements are typical of suburban development in Southern
California and hold low to moderate visual interest. To the south are one-story commercial buildings; to
the east are large one-story industrial and commercial buildings. A sand and gravel plant abuts the
railroad alignment on the southwest (northeast corner of Monte Vista Avenue and Arrow Highway).
Given the lack of visual cohesiveness and the absence of noteworthy architectural and landscape features
in foreground views within the viewshed, this urban setting is not considered aesthetically significant.
There are no designated scenic corridors or vistas, and there are no identified historic resources near the
proposed station site. The primary visual resources in this setting are the visually striking, north-facing
views of the ridgeline of the San Bernardino Mountains and mid-range, north-facing views of the river
rock-strewn landscape (Figure 3.13-33).
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